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 Introduction Session on 2019 Theme – Spread Kindness: Luke 6:35  
 “Hidden Identity” Team Building Exercise 
 A Day in the Life of a Motown Volunteer, Expectations 
 Planning a Motown Mission Sunday Worship Service 

 
Welcome to Motown Mission! We are so pleased you have chosen to serve alongside residents of Detroit 
this summer. These resources should be used when you prepare your group to come and serve. Mission trips 
can be difficult, and giving your group the tools to be prepared will help them have a successful week. 
 

The first session, Introduction Session outlines our theme for this year. This theme will be used during 
evening gathering times, evening worship, and will be the theme throughout the devotional guide (available 
in the spring).  
 

The Into the Circle exercise and lesson will give your group insight on what it means to live our lives from a 
perspective of kindness and loving others. Is being loving different than being kind? This tool should be 
used as a way to share how our impulse is to keep others out, and sometimes we see this in mission work, 
also. We definitely see it in our beloved Church. How can short term mission teach us about kindness to 
both our group and those with whom we will serve?  
 

A Day in the Life of a Motown Volunteer is a game you can play with your team while preparing to teach 
them about what their day will look like. An important theme in this game: Remain flexible! This is simply 
an example, so without getting expectations too solid, help your group prepare for upcoming expectations.  
 

And lastly, we’ve provided an example of what you could do to tell your story when you return home through 
a Motown Mission Sunday. We take the legwork out of designing a worship service. Add some favorites of 
your own, change the flow, subtract the traditional hymns for worship and praise – whatever works! 
 

We are praying for you, and hope your preparation leads to Christ filled week of serving and community. 
 
 Shalom and sass,  
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Luke 6:35 -- But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be 
great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.  
 

Luke 6:27-36 

This passage is one of the stories within the Gospel of Luke that points us to how Jesus uses his ministry as 
a way to point people to God by way of miracles, healing, teaching, and asking puzzling questions. In Luke 
4:18 Jesus quotes the book of Isaiah, saying that God has sent him, and that “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free…”  

The word “poor” here does not only refer to individuals with lacking financial means. It refers to those who 
are poor in spirit. It also refers to those of low socioeconomic status, but also those who society would 
deem as “less than” – women, children, the elderly, those with mobility concerns, the sick – and especially 
anyone who has been outcast.  

These were the people Jesus wanted to hang out with.  

When we go on mission trips like the one you are preparing to go to with Motown Mission, we often want to 
hang out with those people who are familiar to us. But you may have new folks in your group with whom you 
are not familiar, but could be totally awesome and you have yet to know! Our theme scripture is from a 
larger passage in Luke: 

 
Luke 6:27-36 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who 
takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone 
takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you 
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do 
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good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to 
those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 
much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be 
great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 
We’ve seen a lot of unkind activity in our world lately. By participating in a mission trip, you are literally 
undoing the unkindness we see each day in our world. As you journey to Motown Mission, we hope you will 
begin to live out this passage.  
 

 Begin to create community amongst your group members. 
 To prepare your group to understand neighbors in Detroit 
  Discover what is expected of your group so that YOU can become the best neighbor while staying 

in Detroit. 
 

 Members that are willing to share their experience of Motown Mission, or their experience of 
volunteering in general.  

 The recording downloaded or set-up on YouTube. 
 Copies of the Rules & Expectations for each person 

 

Before your meeting time, gather snacks and drinks as the space provides. Gather the materials you need 
so they are ready for you as you begin. This is your time to get everyone excited for your trip to Motown 
Mission! Give a brief introduction to what Motown Mission is, when you will serve, and other general helpful 
introductory items. If your group is a singing group, you may ask someone to play guitar and sing a few 
praise songs as a way to open the time together. If not, make sure to open with prayer. If you have someone 
who has attended Motown Mission, invite them to give their testimony of serving in the city. Note that you 
will be getting into the details/expectations of the trip a little further into the meeting, but for now we will 
start by brainstorming the intersectionality of mission and kindness. 
 

Action: Divide your group into small teams of 3-4 youth and adults. Hand out the sheet attached, and invite 
youth and adults to begin to brainstorm ways that your team can express kindness during their time at 
Motown Mission.  
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1. When you go on a mission trip, you are extending the hands and feet of Jesus Christ. You are 

making God’s love visible to the world. It is important to recognize that God is already in the City of 
Detroit. You are not bringing God to the city. What you are doing, however, is making God’s love 
visible. How are those two things (assuming you are bringing God to the city, vs. making God’s love 
visible) different? 

 
 
 
 

 
2. Kindness is often described as being intentional with your actions and words. Paying close 

attention to how what you do or say affects other people. Why is this important? 
 
 
 

 
3. How can you be kind on a mission trip? Brainstorm some examples of how this can happen both in 

the work that you’re doing and in your group as a team. 
 
 
 
 

 
4. What is a way you can spread kindness on a mission trip? 

 
 
 
 

5. Anne Frank said, “You can always give something, even if it is only kindness.” How can this apply to 
mission work? 
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Action:  
Bring your group back together to discuss.  
 
Discuss: 
Spend some time giving each group room and time to speak. Make a list on the board of answers for three 
and four.  
 
It is our hope that when you are at Motown Mission, you will spend equal times working and playing. 
Meeting this amazing community is important. We strive to do this through things like “Evening in the D” 
night on the town. Enjoying the sights of the city, playing in the beautiful parks, having conversation with 
neighbors and partners is an important part of your time at Motown Mission. During the day, you will give 
your time and talent as a volunteer – and you will be sent to organizations that are doing grassroots 
community organizing to meet the needs of the people they are working alongside. Then, at the end of the 
day, we hope you will continue to cry out to God, in prayer and expectation that God will continue to move 
in your life, and the life of the city you have found yourself in. A daily devotional guide is provided for you to 
explore at your leisure and in the company of your group. 
 
Let’s take some time to go over the rules and expectations put forth by Motown Mission staff, so that we 
can better understand how to be the best neighbor we can as we engage, reflect, and act at Motown 
Mission.  
 

Have a copy of the rules and expectations handout (on the next page) for each participant to read along 
with you and take home. This is also available in the group leader packet on our website.  
 

Give any other announcements and end by reading together this kindness prayer: 
 
Holy God, teach us how to respond to others in love and not in fear. Teach us what it means to speak with 
conviction without using words as weapons. Teach us to carry both strength and gentleness, to offer 
kindness even in our anger, to listen before lashing out. Remind us that kindness is not a nice thought for 
the gentle but a natural outcome for every image bearer who lives life in the Spirit. You have given us a 
spirit of love, kindness, gentleness, and self-control. Show us what it means to offer these gifts to our 
neighbors, teachers, families, and leaders with confidence, conviction, and a sound mind. May your 
kindness, O God, be our steady filter and our sure companion, Amen.1 

                                                           
1 Adapted from Emily Freeman, https://emilypfreeman.com/prayer-kindness/ 

https://emilypfreeman.com/prayer-kindness/
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RULES & EXPECTATIONS 
 
The Motown Mission (MM) staff have overall responsibility for all activities. Directions given by MM staff are 

to be strictly observed. 

 

Adult Leaders are responsible for their youth volunteers at all times while your group participates with MM. 

This includes enforcing all the expectations, rules, and guidelines of MM. 

 

MM’s youth program is designed for students who have completed 6th - 12th grade, and adult groups. 

Heavy construction work will be reserved for High School students and older. Groups with younger participants 

only will be given projects according to the skills you report. PLEASE NOTE: No infants, toddlers, or any youth 

under the age of 11 are permitted on any Motown Mission trip. 

 

MM and participants will follow a “minimum two Adult Leader rule” in all of the following situations during the 

week of MME: 

• 2 adult leaders of the same gender as the youth participants in every room at the accommodation site. 

• 2 adult leaders with every work team 

• 2 adult leaders with any group during Detroit cultural excursions and evening activities 

 

A minimum adult to youth ratio must be met for youth program weeks. Motown Mission requires youth 

teams to abide by safe sanctuary policies, which state that an adult counselor is to be four years older than the 

oldest youth you'll have with you. Adult ratios to youth must not be lower than one caregiver for every seven 11-13 

year olds; one caregiver for every eight 14-17 year olds. If you are bringing an “adult” that does not meet the “four 

years older than the oldest youth” rule, they can attend, but must not be considered part of your minimum adult 

ratio.  

 

MM requires all volunteers over the age of 18 to be background checked by the church / organization they 

come with. Motown Mission abides by safe sanctuary policies, and can provide examples of background check 

forms for you to use. Each group must sign off on the completion of these background checks before arriving at 

MM. 

 

Please use tools, materials, and resources responsibly while participating at Motown Mission. 

 

Possession or use of illegal drugs or alcohol is not permitted at any time during MM. Participants, youth or 

adults, choosing to break this rule will be asked to return home immediately at their own expense. 

 

Smoking or use of tobacco products is prohibited inside any MM accommodation site or at any work project 

site. If needed, a designated area will be identified for legal adults. 

 

No pets are permitted at the MM accommodation site. If a new pet is acquired during the week, arrange to 

retrieve the pet on your way home. 

 

To ensure privacy of all participants, no females are permitted at any time in the males’ sleeping area. Likewise, 

males are not permitted in the females’ sleeping area at any time. 

 

Quiet hours will be established and followed by all participants at accommodation sites. Some exceptions to set 

hours will be made when special evening activities occur. 
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Appropriate attire will be worn at both the accommodation site and work site. This includes not wearing clothing 

with offensive language, clothing that is overly revealing, or clothing that is inappropriate for the expected work.  

Note about clothing: 

For WORK:  Pack inexpensive clothing you would not mind getting really dirty or trashed.  Shirts with 
sleeves and long pants must be worn at all times at the work site (shorts may be worn to some worksites, 
but participants should prepare for jeans each day, NO YOGA PANTS ON WORKSITE! If you have 
questions, ask your group leader to consult the work plan for additional notes about worksite attire). 
Close-toed shoes must be worn at the work site (No flip-flops, sandals or open-toed shoes.) 

For LEISURE:  Pack comfortable, discrete clothing for at the church.  Shirts with sleeves must be worn at 
all times. Shorts for must be mid-thigh or knee length.  No short shorts are permitted. No shirts with 
messages that convey negativity are permitted. 

 

All volunteers (youth and adults) are expected to participate fully in the program of MM. Adults will have the 

opportunity daily to check in with MM staff to handle any situations that may need attention and to ensure that the 

week is going as best it can. 

 

Participants will be asked to help in chores (meal prep, clean up, etc) around the accommodation site to make 

that run smoothly and efficiently. 

 

Each work crew (6-12 people max) must provide their own transportation to and from their work site. It is 

recommended that each work crew have their own van.  2 adults must be present with each work crew at all 

times except if one adult needs to care for an emergency. Any deviation away from this regulation, and work 

productivity may be stunted or delayed. Please plan accordingly. 

 

Working hours are approximately 9am to 4pm normal weekdays and 9am to 12pm on half-days.  Groups 

are encouraged to visit cultural centers of Detroit on half-day afternoons before returning to the accommodations 

site.  Dinner on half-day is not provided by Motown Mission, this allows groups to have dinner at the 

restaurant of their choice or to cook dinner at Metropolitan UMC at their own expense.  

 

We expect lunch to be eaten at the work site. This is an important opportunity to get to know the people you 

are serving. MM will provide brown bag lunch items (bread, peanut butter, meat, cheese, jelly, chips, carrots, 

condiments, celery, bags) for groups. If you would like to bring additional items to “beef” up your lunch offering, 

please do. 

 

MM asks that participants refrain from using cell phones and portable electronic devices at work sites.  

 

Firearms, air rifles or pistols, BB guns, replicas of firearms or any kind of weaponry (or replicas) are not 

permitted at MM.   Adults who have professional license to carry weapons are asked refrain from exercising that 

practice while at Motown Mission. 

 

Food allergies will be documented by staff prior to arrival. We are able to accommodate vegetarians and peanut 

allergies. Vegans, gluten-free individuals, tree-nut allergy folks are able to partake in some but not all of our menu. 

In addition to our main dishes and sides, we offer a leafy salad each evening, and instant oatmeal each morning. 

Folks are invited to bring some protein and toppings (nuts, beans, legumes, quinoa, dried fruit & berries, seeds, 

cut veggies & fruits, etc.) to put on top of both their salad & oatmeal. We have a special allergen fridge, and there 

is a place to store food and a microwave to heat it up. They are also welcome to partake in the vegetarian option 

each meal. 
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Ephesians 4:32  
 

Use this game to teach students the importance of kindness. Students will have to try to discovery each 
other’s hidden identities while at the same time trying to protect their own. They will learn just how easy it 
is for people to hide who they are and what they’re going through, so it’s extremely important to show 
everyone God’s kindness, especially when you’re in an unknown place such as a mission trip. 
 

 Pictures of people that everyone in your group will know. These could be leaders, movie stars, or 
famous people. 

 Popsicle sticks 
 Tape 
 Music 

 
Before the game, tape the pictures to the popsicles sticks, creating handheld “characters.” Have the 
students gather in a circle, with their backs towards the inside of the circle. 
 
Have them spread out enough that they can’t see the person next to them. Pass out the characters so that 
everyone has one. When you say go, they have to keep their characters hidden while trying to guess other 
students characters. They can ask each other any questions they can think of in order to try and guess the 
correct characters. 
 
Everyone must answer the questions honestly. Whenever you turn on the music, students must run back and 
assemble in the same backwards-facing circle where they cannot see each other. When this happens, 
everyone must pass their character to the left, and take on a new character. 
 
The more you turn on the music, the harder the game gets. Students may be so close to guessing a 
character, only to have the music turn on and now have to keep track of who they think that person is not. 
When someone’s character is guessed correctly, that student is out of the game. 
 
The last remaining student to keep their character’s identity hidden wins. 
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Ask: 
 Would you say it was hard or easy to keep your identity hidden in the game? 
 Do you think it’s just as hard or easy to keep things hidden from each other in real life 

 

Say: In the game we just played, we saw just how easy it is to hide who you are. Let’s talk about how that 
plays out in real life. This summer when we travel to Motown Mission, it will be easy to hide who you are. It 
will be easy to hide yourself from the group. But you have an opportunity to share who you are, and who 
others truly are. 
 
Just like in the game, where we all hide who we were from each other, there are going to be a lot of people 
you encounter in Detroit who do not share all of their story with you, especially the stuff they’ve been 
through. Sure, they may not be hiding their name or their character, but they could be hiding other stuff. 
 
The kind of stuff that really isn’t that much fun to talk about. They may be hiding things like addiction, 
abuse, loneliness, or loss. Other youth you may meet could be hiding the fact that they come from a rough 
home, or that they hate the way they look or that they’re failing school because they can’t keep up. 
 
Ask: 

 Have you ever kept things hidden from people you knew at school or church? 
 What reasons do you think people have to keep the not so great things in their life hidden? 

 
As Christ-followers, we should treat everyone that we meet with kindness. While it’s easier to show 
kindness to those that you know and like, everyone deserves to have someone be kind to them. When you 
know someone is going through something, it makes you sympathetic. And it’s just easier to show kindness 
to someone you feel sympathy towards. It’s so important to remember that everyone you meet could be 
going through hard times. Their life outside of school or work may be absolutely horrible, and just like you 
were able to conceal your secret during the game, they conceal their secrets and their struggles. 
 
Ask: 

 Do you think it’s easier to be kind to someone when you know they’re going through a hard time? 
 Is it hard for you to show kindness to strangers? 
 Why do you think kindness is so important? 
 Have you ever been in a situation where someone showing you kindness made a difference in the 

way you felt? 
 

Read: Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you.” 
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Say: We are supposed to be kind and compassionate and forgive each other. Why? Because Christ forgave 
us. Think of all the bad things in your life—the wrong choices you’ve made, the things you should have done 
but didn’t, the times you’ve ignored God. I’m sure there have been plenty of reasons for God to stop showing 
you kindness. But does has God ever stopped showing you kindness? Of course not. 
 
Instead, God just forgives you. And asks you to show kindness to other people. When you think of God’s 
great kindness towards you, it’s impossible to not want to be kind to others. 
 
Ask: 

 What are some ways you can show kindness to the people around you this summer at Motown? 
 Does remembering how much God has forgiven you motivate you to be kind to others? 
 Do you have anyone specific in your mind from your school that you know could use a little extra 

kindness? 
 Do you think that people notice when you’re kind to them? 

 

You are going to brush elbows with people this summer who are going through things you will never know 
about. And while you can’t do anything about that, you can do one thing. You can show them kindness. 
Something that’s so simple on your part can make a bigger difference than you know on their part. Just 
remember that God asks you to be kind, compassionate, and to forgive. 
 
If you take this to heart, you will have an incredible impact on so many people’s lives this summer.2 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 This lesson was adapted from here: https://juniorhighministry.org/youth-group-game-on-kindless/ 

https://juniorhighministry.org/youth-group-game-on-kindless/
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This activity is a fun spin on BINGO!  Use it to get your youth and adults excited for their time at Motown 
Mission!  
 

 Help youth and adults create realistic expectations about what a typical day at Motown Mission 
could look like.  

 Explain the daily schedule and expectations. 
 Paint a picture of the possibilities of a balance of working on your project, playing in the city and 

seeing the sights, and living in community with one another by doing chores and taking part in 
group activities. 

 

 Script of “A Day in the Life of a Motown Volunteer”  (page 16-17) 
 Daily schedule copies for each volunteer (page 18) 
 Bingo Sheets – one for each player (page 19) 
 Butcher paper or white board 
 Bingo markers (anything from bingo dabber, tokens, puff balls, or ripped up pieces of paper) 
 A prize for the winner! 

 
Time: 30 to 45 minutes depending on reading speed and attentiveness of your group. 

 

Say: This exercise will give us a picture of what our day will look like at Motown Mission. But first, let’s take 
a look at what the daily schedule might be while we are there. It’s important to remember that this may 
change, and that things are always changing on mission trips. If we remain flexible, changes will be easy to 
adapt to. Part of being on a mission trip is being flexible to the changes that can occur.  Let’s read over 
what the daily schedule may be.  
 

Write the bingo words on the butcher paper or white board. Distribute empty bingo sheets (located on page 
15) and instruct participants to fill in their bingo card with the words listed on the board. Give everyone 3 
minutes to do this.  
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Say: I will read a script of an example of a day in the life of a Motown volunteer. As I read, listen for the 
words on your bingo card and mark them off until you have a bingo. I will read slowly, but you must also 
listen closely.  
When participants get a bingo, give out a prize if you have one. Play until one person has a bingo and 
continue (as prizes allow) until all win. 
 
 

On Sunday evening, you arrive to Metropolitan UMC, a large historic church in Detroit. Cars park in a parking lot 
that is gated, and we have a security team who keeps us safe. We love Metropolitan, and have found it to be a very 
comfortable place. The college-aged Motown Staff welcomes you and shows you where you will be sleeping – most 
likely in bunk beds on the 3rd floor, which is right by the lounge where you can spend your free-time making 
Friendship Bracelets, playing Foosball, or playing cards. There is also a gym on the lower floor where you can play 
basketball during the free time. Once you are settled, the Motown Staff gathers the group leaders in the lounge for 
a leader meeting and then we all head to dinner – tonight is Taco Night!  

On Sunday evening after dinner, we’ll gather for some  singing, and get to hear a bit about Detroit before you’re 
released to continue settling in, or maybe out for some ice cream at Shatila Bakery before Quiet time at 10pm, and 
lights out at 10:30pm.  

The rest of the week each day looks similar, except for the half-day, which we call “Evening in the D,” where 
groups go out to dinner in the city, and enjoy a larger event, such as a Detroit Tigers Game, or a Detroit Soccer Club 
Game.  

Each day begins with wake-up, a short morning devotion where groups have the chance to center on scripture and 
Motown staff can give important announcements for the day. After morning devos, it’s breakfast time / time to 
pack your brown bag lunch. Some groups have chores throughout the day, too and this is a great time to get stuff 
done before you head out to the worksite. Then you head out for the day, reading a short devo in the car with your 
group. Today you arrive at Michigan Urban Farming Initiative, or MUFI for short. You’ll be working at the gardens, 
planting flowers along the sidewalk, painting a fence that will surround their farmer’s market area, and clearing a 
lot that will be used for green beans. As you were planting flowers you learn that the neighbors love you being here 
and giving your time to make their neighborhood beautiful, because you had a few moments to talk with the 
neighbors as they passed by. You eat lunch, and your group brought enough sandwiches that you could share your 
lunch with the neighbor kids who stopped by to help out.  

Y’all worked hard today, made sure to clean up all the materials / tools you used including washing the paint 
brushes, and got done with your work a half hour early, which allows your group some extra afternoon free time 
before returning to the church to catch a refreshing shower. Your group goes to Detroit Water Ice – an ice cream 



14 

place downtown, and then head over to a park right in the heart of downtown. It’s pretty cool to play in a park with 
skyscrapers all around you – and this park has been transformed to look like a beach!  

You head back to the church with time to shower, buy a Starbucks Frappuccino drink at the Spirit Store, and clean 
out the van for tomorrow’s day.  Tonight your chore is dinner dishes, so you get to eat first after the Motown Staff 
welcomes you to dinner, and blesses the food.  

You chat with another church during dinner, and learn that they worked at the NOAH Project, an organization that 
serves lunch daily to homeless folks downtown by Comerica Park – they spent their day serving lunch to others. 
You talk about the fence you painted, and the conversation about the flowers with the neighbors. They spent their 
afternoon excursion time at the Heidleberg Project, and tomorrow they plan to go to the RiverWalk and play in the 
water park along the river. 

At 7:30 you have evening gathering, and a woman from the surrounding neighborhood is coming to speak with you 
to give a neighborhood testimonial, about what it means to live in Detroit all her life, and how she has seen things 
change from bad, to worse, to okay, to amazing and how she feels about all the change happening in the city. You 
make Faygo Floats (which is like root beer floats but way more awesome) and hang out for a bit before signing up 
for the next day’s Frisbee contest. After dinner you plan for the next day, play cards with youth from another 
church, and head to bed for quiet time and lights out because tomorrow will be just as fun as today!  

 

Bingo Words:  

Motown Staff, Wake-Up, Morning Devos, Chores, Faygo Floats, Pack your Lunch, 
Neighborhood Testimonials, Frisbee Contest, Singing, Working at the Gardens, 
Planting Flowers, Painting a Fence, Clearing a Lot, Serving Lunch, Free Time, 
Basketball Courts, Friendship Bracelets, Foosball, Heidelberg Project, RiverWalk, 
Detroit Water Ice, Dinner Dishes, Taco Night, Wash your Paint Brushes, Shower, Buy 
snacks at the Spirit Store, Clean out the van, Afternoon excursions, Talk with the 
Neighbors, Share your lunch, Quiet Time, Lights Out, Metropolitan UMC, Shatila 
Bakery, Evening in the D, Detroit Tigers, worksite, youth from another church 
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TYPICAL WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday 
3-4pm    Arrive at Metropolitan United Methodist Church 

5:00pm         Group Leader Meeting 

6:30pm               Dinner 

7:30pm       Evening Gathering: Detroit Orientation 

10:00pm             Rest Time / Lights Out 

  

                                      

Monday – Friday  (With one half workday for your Evening in the D) 

7:30am             Morning Devotional / Breakfast / Pack Lunches           

9am-4pm   At the Work Site (with lunch eaten on the worksite) 

4-6pm         Group Free Time (Explore the city!) 

6:30pm                Dinner 

7:30pm                 Evening Gathering Time 

10pm               Rest Time / Lights Out 

  

Half Day (Please check with staff to confirm your half-day before making plans) 
7:30am             Morning Devotional / Breakfast / Pack Lunches           

9am-1pm      At the Work Site (with lunch eaten on the worksite) 

1pm-9pm      “Evening in the D” + Group Meal Out On the Town 

10pm              Rest Time 

  

Saturday 
 7am  Continental Breakfast 

 7am-8am Pack and Clean Up 

 5am-8am On the road!  
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Use this outline as a template for your group to share with the congregation the story of their time in 
Detroit. Make it your own and add items traditionally used by your worshipping community. Have your 
participants fill in as many of the worship leading spots as you are able.  
 
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting Time 
Opening Song 
Call to Worship3 

God’s greatness is wondrous to behold. 
Everywhere we look, we can see the imprint of God. 
From the loftiest skyscrapers to the crashing waters of the sea, 
There God’s greatness stands majestically. 
God’s greatness can be within the human heart. 
Let us honor and praise God with acts of loving kindness and compassion. Amen! 

Opening Prayer 
Lord of mystery and community, you have called us here this day to remind us of the mission journey you 
set before us. Help us to pay attention to the words of Jesus as he sent out his disciples on a mission of 
healing and compassion. Remind us that success is not measured in the cures, but in the striving. Enable 
us to truly be your disciples in this world. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.4 

Children’s Time, Special Music, Act of Praise, or Hymn 
Morning Prayer, Lord’s Prayer 
Song 
Scripture Reading: Luke 6:27-36 
The Word Proclaimed: Sharing from the Mission Field 

This takes the place of the sermon/homily/message for the morning. Invite members to write out how 
they lived out the call to kindness during their week at Motown Mission. Where did they see 
kindness? How did they experience kindness? How can they continue to spread kindness at home? 
It should take about 15-20 minutes, depending on what your congregation is accustomed to. It can 
be done live, in person through the sharing of one or multiple youth. If your worship space has 
access to technology, the message could be pre-recorded and played during this time. You may also 
wish to show pictures in order to make your message more vibrant. Whatever you do, make sure it is 
well rehearsed and your participants have practiced what they will say. 

Offering 
Holy Communion  
 If this would be an appropriate way for your congregation to worship, it’s a great way to involve 

 more youth in the service as Communion servers. 

Closing Song 
Benediction/Sending Forth 
 

                                                           
3 Nancy Townley, Ministry Matters, May 15, 2018, https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/2916/worship-connection-july-8-2018 
4 Ibid. 


