
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Motown Mission Devotional Guide 
 
 

Note: Many concepts of this Devotional Guide came from “A Mission That Matters: How To Do Short-Term Missions Without Long-Term Harm” by Jen  
Bradbury, and we highly recommend this book for all of those who are interested in short-term mission trips! 
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Welcome to Motown Mission! We are so excited that you all are here and can’t wait to hear some of the reflections that you ma y share during 
this week together. Today we’re focusing on the scripture from Matthew 6. 
 

___________________________________________________________________  
 
Walk with me a few minutes. Examine this scenario where a group of people come where you live, first day on the worksite and they 
take out their camera and start taking pictures of you or your property. How would that make you feel? Uneasy, right? 
 
Part of spreading kindness is being aware of how you are perceived in the community. We know you want to take pictures of the 
wonderful work that you are doing in order to share with the people back home and spread a message. However, please take a 
moment to connect before taking out your camera. Get to know the person first, get to know their stories, pause for a second and 
enjoy the moment. It’s ok to take pictures of the work that you’re doing for memories and showing your friends and family b ack home 
but be mindful of the motivation behind them. Living into the understanding of kindness is to be sensitive in this way.  
 
Here’s a couple of healthy photo guidelines: 

 Leave your camera in your bag until after you ’ve begun to form relationships with local people 
 Take photos that shows beauty, not just need  
 If you’re photographing someone, ask for their permission. (Note: Someone may not want their locations to be known, 

because of a past experience. Make sure you ask before you post their picture on social media, being kind means being 
mindful of these situations.) 

 
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we come to you today to ask for guidance and a pure heart of the work we are about to do today. We ask that we 
build relationships, we pray for interactions and hard work. We are in your hands today all mighty God. We pray for safety, knowledge 
and courage to get through the day, Through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen  
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___________________________________________________________________  
 
Today is dedicated to experiencing the city through recreation and experience of the local culture.  

The Bible teaches us - especially the youth - to enjoy life. God gives us the ability to enjoy our possessions. Does this mean in life you 
will have no problems? No. Be careful, Christians are not to be part of the world and its deceitful desires. We are not to live a life of 
rebellion. We must make sure God condones our activities and that they don’t go against God’s  teachings. This will help us in making 
good decisions instead of bad ones in life. Be happy and give God thanks daily because God created you for a purpose.  

You are invited to have fun today in order to grow with one another and with God. It is a break from the “work,” in order to refresh 
and connect with your group. This isn’t a “tourist” day, but rather a day to experience the culture of the City you are serving 
alongside. 

As you go out today, remember to laugh, have fun, smile and most of all – enjoy this day that God has made for you. Today practice 
cherishing the small things and counting your blessings.  

PRAYER 
Creator God, we ask that you protect us from anything that is not of you. Let us learn how to be more like you every  day and to 
cherish the wonderful moments with each other. We repent of our wrongdoings, O God, and seek you this day in order to show our 
love for you and your people. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
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___________________________________________________________________  
 
Today’s focus is “connecting.” How we connect with one another and God. 

Sometimes it can be easy for us to stay within our team and the people we know because it is what’s familiar to us. Hanging out 
together can be good, but it can also cause you to miss the opportunity to connect with people from the community  with which you’re 
working. Leaving your comfort zone of familiar teammates/group mates can allow you to encounter a nei ghbor and hear their story. 
This allows you to not only hear their story but to share your story! You also have story to tell – share with clients, friends, new 
neighbors, summer staff, our director, and our US-2. We all want to hear about how awesome you are! 

This verse encourages us to connect and gather together with others. As you go out today, make new friends, and learn one another’s 
story. Let each of you look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Learning about each other help yo u be in 
community with one another. Part of sharing kindness is sharing yourself, and allowing others to share with you as well.   

So as you go out today, don’t be afraid to have a conversation with your neighbor. 

 

PRAYER 
Awesome God, we ask that your give us an open heart to understand each other. Help us learn each other ’s story. Help us be kind to 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave us. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
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___________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Today’s scripture passage is a bit odd. “Let a righteous man strike me?” How is that kindness? We have a lot of these peculiar scripture 
passages in the Bible. This psalm is about being kept from evil or to be corrected in the face of evil.  

Usually Thursday is a hard day on Mission trips. You ’re not done, but you’ve been here for a while. You can see the end at the light of the tunnel, 
but there’s so much to do before you get there.  

Discuss with your group: 

 How have you seen kindness this week? 
 In what ways could you have been more kind? 
 Where do you want to grow in kind ways when you leave Motown? 

 

You still have an opportunity to spread kindness. Have you done a random act of kindness? Have you gone out of your way to tell someone to 
have a good day? The ripples of your kindness with echo throughout the city. Motown has been blessed by your presence and it is our hope that 
you will finish this week out strong in the spirit of spreading kindness. 

 

PRAYER 
Holy God, you lead us to kindness. Thank you for the ways you continue to draw us closer to you and your people. Be with us as we finish this 
week with strength and perseverance. Amen.  
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___________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Today we will return to the concept of connection, but with a focus on connecting back home. Check out these ques tions, reflect with your group:  
 

 What did you learn this week? How can you apply that learning to life at home? 
 What are some things you can do to continue to connect with people back home? 

 
REFLECT 

 Who did we serve today? Where might we find similar communities at home? 
 Practically speaking, how can you continue to serve like this after we return home? 

 
Another way to connect with people back home, is by sharing about your mission trip  experience. Share the high points and also the low points – 
maybe you faced some hardship, or maybe you had conflict. But you also might have some great high points – how you fell in love with Detroit, 
how you grew in your relationship with God and others. Share your experience on social media, in your church, with your family, or maybe even 
write a small article to your local newspaper! You have the power of a story to share. 
 
DISCUSS 

 What was your high point of the trip? The low point? 
 In what ways can you share when you get home? 

 
PRAYER 
Father God we ask for openness to share our story with others. We ask for strength and courage to share even when we d on’t feel like it. Father 
God we ask that you give us the wisdom to know the exact words to say when opportunity presents itself. We ask this humbly in your name, 
Amen. 
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