
Mission Intern & Motown Mission Commissioning 
 

 
You are invited to respond when the text is bold. 
 
Song 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Staff: 

Dear friends, 
as we take part in this celebration of blessing and commissioning, 
   we are reliving a practice of the early church. 
We read in the book of Acts 

   that the Holy Spirit set apart Saul and Barnabas for the work of mission, 
   and the church at Antioch, after fasting and praying, 
      laid hands on them and sent them out. 
The early church eagerly sent its members to other peoples, 
to assist those who were already of the household of faith 

   and those who did not yet believe in Christ. 
Today we also send our sisters and brothers 

   to serve the needs of the Church throughout the world. 
This commissioning and sending will strengthen the bonds we maintain 

   with the faith–filled communities to which they are going, 
and the prayers we offer are an expression of the ties 

   that bind us together in the larger body of Christ. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you stretched out your arms of  love on the hard wood of the cross 
   that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace. 
So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, 
   may bring those who do not know you 
   to the knowledge and love of you; 
for the honor of your name. Amen. 
 
 
Each site comes forward to the center of the room, everyone lays hands or stretches hands over 
those being commissioned, saying this prayer of blessing: 

We bless you, O God, and we give you all the praise and glory. 
We ask you to bless these your servants. 
Fill the hearts of those we are commissioning 



   with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We send them forth as messengers of salvation and peace in your name, 
   marked with the sign of the cross and anchored in your grace. 
Bless the crosses we now give 

   as a sign of Christ's love and a token of our faith. Amen. 

 
 
Each site comes forward to the center of the room, everyone lays hands or stretches hands over 
those being commissioned, Leader says this commission: 

I commission you 

   to take the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ into all the world, 
   in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Another site offers a blessing for the interns/staff being commissioned.  

Site Prayer for each site by another site 

 

Song – Here I am Lord 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 


